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connivance at aggression. Rumours, well founded as
it happened, appearing in the Press of the three great
capitalist and imperialist democracies, Britain, France
and the U.S.A., that Germany had designs on the
Ukraine were in Stalin's words, a "suspicious hulla-
baloo/' the object of which was "to incense the Soviet
Union against Germany, to poison the atmosphere
and to provoke a conflict with Germany without any
visible grounds." A little later he asserts, " one might
think that the districts of Czecho-Slovakia were yielded
to Germany as the price of an undertaking to launch
war on the Soviet Union, but that now the Germans
are refusing to meet their bills and are sending them
to Hades." It is in such a context as this that the four
basic principles of Soviet Foreign policy as laid down
by Stalin should be read. Three of the principles con-
sist of the encouragement of business relations with
all countries, the strengthening of Soviet military
forces and unity with the workers of the world and
are innocuous enough; but the fourth describes the
task of the Party to "be cautious and not allow our
country to be drawn into conflicts by warmongers who
are accustomed to have others pull the chestnuts out
of the fire for them/'

Thus, five weeks before the Anglo-Soviet talks
opened officially in Moscow, during which time Polish
objections to Russian aid steadily hardened, Stalin
showed conclusively that his suspicions of British
aims were so deep rooted as to make any form of
agreement with him, quite apart from what Warsaw
and Bucharest might require, extremely difficult to
reach except by hard, lengthy and undisturbed dis-
cussion. Of course, the ever-increasing tension
between Germany and Poland forced Britain and
Russia alike to press their own immediate self-interest
with a]! the more determination. For Mr. Chamber-
lain too, it must have been extremely difficult to place